January Fretboard Exercises
Resolve to Begin Sightreading!
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Read the back page to learn how to sightread this music...

J. dJ. Olson

Exercise 1:  The creature followed her to school one day.
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Exercise 2: News to my fair lady.
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Exercise 3: But on the way I dropped it.
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Exercise 4: Way before overcoming.
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Exercise 5:  Or kinda purple?

A J=12O |
A — — ' — |
D o o | 2 o o | i
o ¢ - 4 o o ™ \/-6’
v v

This monthly sightreading was prepared by Jeff Olson for the Boulder Guitar Society 2024/01/29

BGS Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License — Get pdf at https://jjolson.net/BGS/Jan2024.pdf



textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:684:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:684:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:684:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:684:11:12
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:683:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:683:8:9
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:683:11:12
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:683:14:15
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:686:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:679:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:681:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:683:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:684:12:13
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:685:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:685:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:685:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:685:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:679:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:680:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:679:14:15
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:680:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:681:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:679:11:12
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:682:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:678:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:680:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:679:8:9
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:679:11:12
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:682:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:681:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:682:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:682:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:681:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:816:14:15
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:817:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:817:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:818:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:815:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:816:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:816:8:9
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:816:11:12
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:819:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:812:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:814:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:816:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:817:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:818:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:818:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:819:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:812:11:12
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:812:14:15
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:813:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:813:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:812:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:819:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:812:8:9
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:811:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:812:8:9
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:814:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:814:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:815:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:815:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:814:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:813:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12798:12:13
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12799:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12799:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12799:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12798:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12797:12:13
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12799:16:17
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12798:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12798:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12801:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12801:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12797:14:15
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12795:14:15
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12793:18:19
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12800:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12800:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12800:12:13
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12799:14:15
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12800:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12795:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12794:10:11
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12794:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12795:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12797:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12792:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12794:10:11
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12801:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12793:15:16
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12794:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12796:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12796:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12797:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12796:12:13
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12796:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:12795:12:13
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7984:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7983:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7983:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7984:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7982:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7982:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7982:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7982:11:12
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7983:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7985:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7978:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7980:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7982:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7984:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7984:11:12
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7984:15:16
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7978:11:12
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7979:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7978:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7978:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7979:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7978:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7977:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7979:6:7
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7978:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7980:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7979:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7981:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7980:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/Diatons.ily:7981:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:853:5:6
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:853:8:9
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:853:10:11
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:852:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:852:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:852:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:853:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:848:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:850:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:852:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:854:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:854:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:853:12:13
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:854:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:854:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:855:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:849:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:849:4:5
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:849:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:849:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:848:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:847:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:848:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:850:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:846:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:848:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:848:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:851:2:3
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:850:7:8
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:850:9:10
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:849:11:12
textedit://M:/music/lilypond/HFE.ly:850:2:3
https://boulderguitarsociety.org
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://jjolson.net/BGS/Jan2024.pdf

If you know music notation but not how to find the notes on the fretboard, this “musical
fretboard diagram” is just what you need to get started sightreading. It tells you what finger and
string to use in a given position to play a particular note like you'll see in sightreading.
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Learn two positions right from the start for the same notes. The two red notes are the same on
the staff, but in position VII you'll use finger 2 on string ) vs. finger 3 on string (&) in position I.

The blue note is your key for finding position VII without ever looking at the fretboard (it will be
in tune with an open E if you're in the right place, with your 1st finger on the 5th string).

Start by playing the scale in position VII from the red note (middle C) through the colored notes
(to the A above middle C) and back. Then do the same in position I, all while looking at the chart .

Got it? Then do it again but with your eyes closed, even when changing positions! Now you're
ready to play the exercises on the first page, in both positions, without looking at the fretboard.

This is an excerpt from “Beginning Fretboard Exercises”, which will be made available for free on
IMSLP under a CC-BY license. Interested? Contact Jeff Olson at jjocanoe@gmail.com
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